
Smart CoastCalifornia

Humboldt County 
Sea Level Rise Summit

Virtual Meeting 
November 3, 2022
3:00pm





Policy Summit: Westin Hotel Long Beach
-Widespread Positive Feedback

-Participation from local elected 
officials and staff throughout the 
State, including Coastal 
Commission

-Coastal Commissioner 
Urangaencourages collaboration 
with Smart Coast California



Program Outline
Joe Prian

- President, Smart Coast California, opening and closingstatements

Mike Wilson

- Third District County Supervisor, California Coastal Commissioner

(includingAldaronLaird, Senior Environmental Planner)

Michael Richardson

- Humboldt County Supervising Planner: Regional Feasibility Study 

David Loya

- Arcata Director of Community Development: Coastal Plans on the Local 
Level

Don Schmitz

- Schmitz and Associates: Statewide SLR Planning Activity

Joe Prian

- Closing Statements and Introduction of Special Guests andQ&A
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Humboldt 
County 
Summit

Mike Wilson ɀCalifornia 
Coastal Commissioner and 
3rd District Humboldt 
County Supervisor



California Coastal Commissioners

Vice Chair

Dr. Caryl Hart

Chair

Donne Brownsey

South Central Coast

Meagan Harmon

North Coast

Mike Wilson

San Diego Coast

Steve Padilla

Central Coast

Carole Groom

North Central Coast

Catherine Rice

Commissioner

Effie Turnbull -Sanders

South Coast

Roberto Uranga
Commissioner

Linda Escalante

Commissioner

Sara Aminzadeh

Commissioner

Dayna Bochco



Humboldt County Board of Supervisors

1st Districtɀ
Rex Bohn

2nd Districtɀ

Michelle Bushnell

3rd Districtɀ

Mike Wilson
4th Districtɀ

Virginia Bass
5th Districtɀ

Steve Madrone



SLR Local Government Working Group

Coastal 
Commission-

Carole 
Groom

Coastal 
Commission-

Madeline 
Cavalieri

Coastal 
Commission-

Jack 
Ainsworth

Coastal 

Commission-

Kelsey 
Ducklow

Humboldt 
Countyɀ

Mike 
Wilson

San Luis 
Obispo-

Bruce 
Gibson

Sonoma 
County-

Lynda 
Hopkins

CSAC-

Catherine 
Freeman

League of 
Cities-

Derek 
Dolfie

City of Santa 
Barbara-

Eric 
Friedman

Pismo 
Beach-

Ed 
Waage

City of Santa 
Barbaraɀ

Melissa 
Hetrick

Imperial Beach-

Tyler Foltz

Pismo Beach-

Matt 
Downing

Ventura 
County-

Robert 
/ȭ2ÉÌÅÙ



Bruce Gibson, San Luis Obispo County

Lynda Hopkins, Sonoma County

Robert /ȭ2ÉÌÅÙ, Ventura County

Eric Friedman , City of Santa Barbara

Ed Waage, Pismo Beach

Melissa Hetrick , City of Santa Barbara

Tyler Foltz , Imperial Beach

Matt Downing , Pismo Beach

Local 
Government SLR 
Working Group

Mike Wilson, Humboldt County



Sea Level Rise 
Planning 
Process:

from assessing 
vulnerabilities to 
a Certified Local 

Coastal Plan

Source: California Coastal Commissionhttps://www.coastal.ca.gov/



California 
Coastal Act



Coastal Commission Districts



Commission Funding Programs

×Vulnerability Assessments

Humboldt Bay Regional Sea Level Rise Adaptation Strategy

Å California Coastal Commission Grant for $1.4 million

Å Start date: January 1, 2023

Å End date: December 31, 2026

×Adaptation Plans × LCPA's



Aldaron Laird

×SLR Planning in 
Humboldt 
County:coastal 
geomorphology

×KeyVulnerabilities 
in Humboldt 
County

×Humboldt 
Infrastructure at 
Risk



Historic Conditions Humboldt Bay



Present Day Humboldt Bay



King Tides



Shoreline Erosion - Breaching



Tidal Inundated



Stormwater Runoff
Backwater Flooding



Emerging Groundwater



Areas Likely at Risk from 
Emerging Groundwater



NHE 2013

4.73 mm



Tim Hanan

January 11, 2021 



New Years Eve 2005 - State of Disaster
wŜŎƻǊŘ 9ȄǘǊŜƳŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ 9ƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ IǳƳōƻƭŘǘ .ŀȅ фΦсΩ

MAMW 8.8Ω



Humboldt Bay
Sea Level Rise

Å2005 State of Disaster 9.6 ft

Å1 foot MAMW 9.8 ft MMMW 8.7 ft
MHHW 7.5 ft

Å2 feet MAMW 10.8 ft MMMW 9.7 ft
MHHW 8.5 ft

Å3 feet MAMW 11.8 ft MMMW 10.7 ft
MHHW 9.5 ft





Inundation
Maps



Historical Legacy Diking-Off Salt Marsh 


