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Smart Coast Policies
View policies at www.smartcoastca.org/policies

http://www.smartcoastca.org/policies
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▪ Reviewed areas of convergence, divergence, and key questions for phased and local/regional 
approaches to sea level rise adaptation that comply with the Coastal Act

▪ Explored opportunities and challenges to “neighborhood-scale” adaptation planning

▪ Assessed interest in ongoing collaborative problem solving and priorities for Working Group focus

▪ Attended by Working Group members (supervisors, mayors, councilmembers, support staff, and CCC 
Commissioners/Staff)

Local Government SLR Working Group’s inaugural 
Neighborhood Scale Adaptation Workshop

1/27/2023



Casa Mira Homeowners Association 
vs.

California Coastal Commission

Lawsuit in progress with tentative 

ruling published end of 2022

Addresses definition of “existing"



California Coastal Act Section 30235



Casa Mira Homeowners Association vs. CA Coastal 
Commission

This court finds that the statute is unambiguous, and 

the disputed terms are used and to be interpreted in 

their ordinary, general, commonsense meaning.



California Coastal Commission

• New Executive Director: Dr. Kate Huckelbridge

• A number of jurisdictions are stalled awaiting 
feedback/action from the CCC

• Avalon

• Carlsbad

• Goleta

• Manhattan Beach

• Oceanside

• Pacifica

• Imperial Beach and Eureka are proceeding 
without CCC review

• CCC is hiring additional staff to complete reviews 
of grant-funded LCPAs in 2023



Updates from:

Avalon

Imperial Beach

Laguna Beach

Manhattan Beach

Marin County

City of Santa Cruz

County of Santa Cruz

Seal Beach

Ventura County



City of Avalon Updates

• City staff shortage has delayed LCPA 

progress

• Currently awaiting CCC's second 

round of comments

• The City anticipates publishing a 

draft LCPA in Spring 2023



Imperial Beach Updates

• Draft LCPA continues in public review and revision phase

• SCCa submitted comments in 2022

• SCCa has engaged with Planning Director regarding the 

LCPA, SCCa’s support, and a potential Regional Virtual 

Summit which was received well by staff



Laguna Beach Updates

• Laguna Beach has published a targeted 

LCPA for shoreline/blufftop 

development, including establishing a 

Bluff Overlay District

• SCCa will submit comments for the 

March 7 City Council adoption hearing



Manhattan Beach Updates

• LCPA adopted by City Council in May 

2022 and submitted to CCC

• CCC has extended its action deadline 

to late 2023



Marin County Updates

• The County published the draft 

Safety Element LCPA in December 

2022

• SCCa submitted comments

• BOS adopted on January 24, 2023

• Next step: CCC certification



Stinson Adaptation 

and Resilience 

Collaboration (ARC)

• In progress through 2025

• Developing adaptation pathways 

for Stinson Beach (Marin County)



City of Santa Cruz Updates

• City staff finds CCC direction unclear

• Reworking the draft LCPA

• City anticipates publishing a revised 

draft LCPA in Spring 2023

Coastal storm damage to West Cliff Dr. -
January 2023



County of Santa Cruz 
Updates

• CCC denied the LCPA on October 14, 

2022, due to policy differences 

• County is in the process of revising 

policy language for an eventual 

resubmittal to CCC



Seal Beach Updates

• City anticipates publishing a draft LCPA 

in Spring 2023



Ventura County Updates

• Coastal Hazards LCPA is in progress, in close consultation with CCC staff

• County is considering proposing "neighborhood-scale" adaptation 

strategies for existing communities



• Statewide Status of LCPAs Addressing Sea Level Rise

• Jurisdictional Statuses Explained

• Projections for Sea Level Rise Projections: Sources

• Milliman – Key Findings and Evaluating Probabilistic Projections, Phase I and II

• Locally Proposed/Adopted Adaptation Policies

• Nature-Based Solutions

• Tiered Response

• Managed Retreat

• Defining “Existing Structures”

• Provisions for Just Compensation

• Collaborative Local Government Sea Level Rise Working Group Activity

• Neighborhood-Scale Adaptation

• Geologic Hazard Abatement Districts (GHADs)

Coastal Planner Compendium



Connect with Us!

Website

www.smartcoastca.org

Sign Up

www.smartcoastca.org/sign-up
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