SMART COAST
REPORT
FEBRUARY 2022

A LOOK BACK AT 2021 AND A LOOK AHEAD TO THIS
YEAR.
BY: JOHN FRITH, WRITE STUFF COMMUNICATIONS
During the quarterly stakeholder Zoom call in January, Smart Coast
California’s 2022 President, San Luis Obispo REALTOR® Joe Prian,
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looked back at numerous accomplishments achieved in 2021 and
pledged an aggressive agenda for the current year to enable the
organization to play a leading role in how state and local governments
respond to sea level rise.
Prian touched on accomplishments ranging from advocacy to improving
the organizational structure, and also announced that Smart Coast
would hold its first summit in May, inviting coastal commissioners, local
elected officials, and other stakeholders to attend and participate in
panel discussions.
He noted that board members, stakeholders, and consultant Don
Schmitz made 23 presentations to elected officials, homeowner groups,
AORs, coastal commissioners and others during 2021.
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“In 2021, we had quite a year. We were introducing the state to who Smart Coast CA is and were in meetings
throughout the state from Humboldt to San Diego. People are becoming aware of Smart Coast and the value
Smart Coast has for our state,” he told nearly 100 participants on the quarterly Zoom call.
“We’re concerned about our coastline, but we’re also concerned about the direction the Coastal Commission is
taking it. It’s not that we’re against the Coastal Commission, we’re against some of the policies they’re trying to
emplace.”
Schmitz agreed that the organization is becoming a force.
“Coastal commissioners are now reaching out to us. Smart Coast is increasingly being seen as a conduit and a
bridge between counties and cities (and their residents) and the Coastal Commission. We’re here, we’re not
going anywhere, and they need to make us part of the conversation,” he said.
Besides working with the commission, Prian noted that Smart Coast testified in opposition to AB 500, which
would have injected the commission into housing decisions in the Coastal Zone, and advocated for SB 627,
which if approved would have authorized the use of shoreline protective devices in most situations.
On the operational front, Prian noted Smart Coast has an updated policy manual and bylaws and is working on
an updated strategic plan. He urged stakeholders to join newly established communications, finance, and policy
committees and noted that the group has also established a fundraising strategic plan that includes goals and
potential funding streams.
In 2021, Smart Coast raised just over $1 million, primarily grants from NAR and C.A.R. He said expanding the
fundraising base is critical and that a consultant has been brought on board to help implement the plan. He
noted that all 29 coastal AORs are now active, dues-paying members and that Smart Coast received nearly
$8,000 in donations last year from homeowners associations and individuals who recognize the group’s value.
Priorities for 2022 include the daylong summit – “One California, One Coast” – which will be held May 20th in
Long Beach, with a VIP reception the night before. Panel discussions planned include cities and counties with
LCPs, soft and hard shoreline solutions, and the legal and economic impacts of actions implemented in
response to sea level rise, especially managed retreat; owners denied the ability to protect their property will be
entitled to compensation for what amounts to a taking of their property.
He also said Smart Coast is committed to providing local governments with materials to help them advocate.
Finally, he announced that Smart Coast has engaged Milliman Consultants, which helped FEMA create and
update its flood maps, to collect independent SLR data with which Smart Coast will be able to counter the
commission’s forecasts.
Besides Prian, this year’s officers are Vice President Paul Grisanti, Treasurer Ryan Ole Hass, Secretary Jeri
Becker, and Immediate Past President Carla Farley. Directors are Chris Anderson, Erin Barry, Katie Beacock,
Suzan Carne, Joyce Endo, Aaron Leider, Rose Marie McNair, Valerie Mishkin, Reyne Stapelmann, Jerel Taylor,
and Judy Taylor.
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Artificial Reefs Show Great Promise in
Protecting Shoreline Development
By: John Frith, Write Stuff Communications

While the Coastal Commission continues to insist that managed retreat is the only
way to address the threat of rising sea levels in the decades to come, alternative
strategies exist that in many cases can be applied in an environmentally safe
manner.
Don Schmitz, president and principal planner with Schmitz & Associates and
Smart Coast California’s consultant, told the quarterly stakeholders meeting in
January that various forms of artificial reefs are one potential solution.
Storm erosion on Narrowneck Beach
in 1996 (taken at high tide)

“Artificial reefs can be a very, very powerful tool in the arsenal for government to
reduce if not eliminate beach erosion and protect both beaches and onshore
development,” Schmitz said. He pointed to one phenomenally successful project,
built in the late 1990s near Brisbane, Australia. Photos from 1996 show virtually
no beach with a rock revetment protecting a small bluff and playground. Five
years later, a shot taken at high tide shows a broad, sandy beach that has
covered up the revetment.
Closer to home, a project now underway at the south end of San Diego Bay will
place a large number of “reef balls” – open concrete structures – on the floor of
the bay to cause sediment to collect around them.

Narrowneck Beach after storms in 2001
(taken at high tide)

The reefs serve as artificial habitat for marine life and for coral colonies in warmer
waters and oyster beds in cooler waters along the California coast – both of which
grow larger over time. Studies show that a 4.5-mile artificial reef along the coast
of Pismo Beach could protect six miles of shoreline. And while the estimated $47
million cost seems high, it’s comparable to the cost of installing seawalls close to
shore that could protect property but not allow beach formation.
Reefs also allow for beach replenishment because the reefs protect the sand from
being washed away, which often occurs without such protection.

Narrowneck Beach

Unlike the Coastal Commission’s preferred strategy of managed retreat – allowing
potential sea level rise to occur without intervention –Smart Coast California’s
proposed solution is more holistic:
Install offshore sand-retention reefs
Undertake beach nourishment measures and creating dunes for additional

Port of San Diego
Installing Reef Balls to
Help Protect South
Bay from Rising Sea
Levels

protection of developed areas
Where necessary, allow revetments and seawalls.
Other strategies could include establishing kelp forests and constructing groins

Reef Balls arranged prior
to installation

and submerged breakwaters as part of a tiered response that monitors actual
sea-level rise and responds accordingly, not simply assuming the worst-case
scenario of six feet of rise by the end of the century.
We believe there are a lot of options where we don’t have to retreat.

Installed
artificial reef
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Conference Overview

 oin Smart Coast California for a live interactive Summit on sea level rise planning. Expert panels will present the legal,
J
economic, planning policy and engineering considerations that inform effective decision making in our coastal
communities as we prepare for rising seas in California. With many communities engaged in updates to their Local
Coastal Programs and Sea Level Rise Plans, the Summit provides the opportunity to learn from and collaborate with
planners, government officials, and coastal stakeholders throughout California on one of the most important challenges
confronting our coastal communities.

Summit Description
Preeminent experts will present their knowledge and engage in critical discussions on coastal adaptation policy in
California. The Summit will consist of multiple panels on topics essential for smart sea level rise planning:
Officials from local governments updating their Local Coastal Programs will present on the legislative considerations
and interactions with the California Coastal Commission that underlie the amendment process.
Distinguished Coastal Act attorneys will explain the legal implications of various adaptation strategies, incorporating
considerations of constitutional law.
Analysts will discuss the economic consequences of adaptation options for residential and commercial property and
local governments.
Prominent coastal engineers will present creative solutions to adapt to different scenarios of future sea level rise.
The panels will follow a breakfast, include a lunch with a keynote address, and conclude with a networking event.

Click here to be added
to the interest list
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Smart Coast California updates our website with our upcoming Local Coast Program Amendments (LCPA), Sea Level
Rise Programs (SLR), and Coastal Hazards about once a month. We are providing this information so you know where
your jurisdiction is in the process and the need for critical engagement.

Priority

ONE

Item is set for Coastal Commission Agenda (or awaiting scheduling)
OR
Item scheduled for local hearing with date set, anticipated soon, or in important progress stage

Santa Cruz County

Santa Barbara City
LCP/LUP was certified by the Coastal Commission in
2019, however the Coastal Hazards section references
future Sea Level Rise Adaptation Plan which was
approved by the City Council in February 2021. City staff
is in the process of developing the LCPA, which will
require Planning Commission and City Council approval
and then certification by the Coastal Commission.

Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors unanimously
approved LCPA on September 15, 2020. County and
Coastal Commission Staff agreed to proceed with LCPA
(LUP and IP) without Coastal Hazards Section
scheduled for Feb 11, 2022 CCC meeting. CCC has
until Oct. 21, 2022 to act on the LCPA .

Sonoma County

LCPA not yet adopted. Planning Commission
hearings continued to review LCPA elements,
and then final proposal, in monthly hearings
(11/10/21, 12/9/21, 1/13/22, 2/3/22, 3/3/22,
4/7/22), after which BOS approval required
before going to CCC.

Carlsbad

Planning
Commission
on
Jan.
13,
2021
recommended approval to Council. On October 12
City Council approved LCPA to go to CCC for
certification hearing and will submit application by
end of year. Anticipated 12-15 months before CCC
would then hold the hearing. City Planning staff
drafting Local Implementation Plan.

Priority

Priority

TWO

THREE

Item in process with no hearing date set

Arcata
Coronado
Fort Bragg
Humboldt County
Imperial Beach
Marin County
Oceanside
Pacifica
Pismo Beach
Santa Cruz
Ventura City
Ventura County

Item in process with no hearing date anticipated

Monterey
Goleta
Oxnard
Newport Beach/Orange County
Huntington Beach
Trinidad
Marina
Carpinteria
Los Angeles - Venice Segment
Manhattan Beach
Hermosa Beach
Avalon
Seal Beach
Dana Point
Solana Beach

Stay up to date with these plans on smartcoastca.org

Website
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POLICIES

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

Policies that have been
adopted by the Smart
Coast California Board of
Directors.

Find articles related to
sea level rise, coastline
policies, and interesting
local news.

SIGN UP

MARKETING TOOLKIT

CONTRIBUTE

Stay on top of what's
happening by joining our
newsletter and
responding to calls for
action. Your voice needs
to be heard.

Smart Coast California
has assembled a
Marketing Toolbox of
resources to promote our
newsletter and calls for
action.

We have accomplished
a lot, but there's much
more to be done to
protect property rights.
Please contribute
today?

CURRENT LCP/SLR
EFFORTS
Efforts of local
municipalities within
California and status of
SLR/LCP process.

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
www.smartcoastca.org
www.instagram.com/smartcoastcalifornia
www.facebook.com/smartcoastca

